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Egyptian universities have witnessed a new wave of repression in recent weeks, as the country's military rulers 
attempt to quell student protests. Riot police stormed Al-Azhar University in Cairo to crush demonstrations in 
support of deposed president Mohamed Morsi on 30 October. Alexandria, Cairo, Ain Shams and Mansoura 
Universities have also witnessed waves of protest and attacks by the security forces. Arrests of students and staff  
have affected universities across the country. Student activists have also faced administration sanctions such as 
suspension from their courses for their political activities.

The military's "War on Terror" has provided the excuse for the crackdown - the army claims to be hunting down 
violent Islamists. A new law restricting the right to protest, which critics say gives the security forces a free hand 
to shed blood, is also under discussion at the moment.

The Minister for Higher Education, Hossam Eissa and the Supreme Universities Council, agreed a package of 
measures against campus protests on 25 October, including expanding budgets for security personnel, bringing in 
larger numbers of security guards, introducing electronic gates, limiting the number of protests allowed on 
campus, and introducing punishments for infringement of these rules.

A wide range of student groups have condemned the repression, however, as an attempt to turn back the clock to 
the Mubarak era, when the security police ruled campuses with an iron fist. In a joint statement released on 4 
November, 8 student groups accused Eissa of providing "legal cover for the crushing of the student movement,  
and not just supporters of Mohamed Morsi and the students of the Muslim Brotherhood."

"These new decisions pave the way for the counter-revolution, led by the military, to hit back at the student 
movement and liquidate the revolution."

It is not only directly political issues which have led to rising student anger. Poor conditions on campus, rising 
tuition fees and the failure to provide accommodation for new students have all sparked protests this academic 
year.

Go online to add your name to a statement against repression on Egyptian university campuses which has been 
signed by dozens of UCU and UNISON activists: http://menasolidaritynetwork.com/2013/11/10/uk-activists-
condemn-repression-on-egyptian-campuses/ 

About MENA Solidarity 
MENA Solidarity Network’s campaigns take inspiration from workers’ struggles in the Arab world back into the 
trade unions here in order to strengthen our own strikes and protests. We are supported by three national trade 
unions, NUT, PCS and UCU, plus a number of trades councils and union branches. Our steering committee 
includes MPs John McDonnell and Katy Clark, and activists from the NUT, NUJ, RMT, UCU, UNITE and BMA. 

Find out more here: Website: www.menasolidaritynetwork.com ●Twitter: @menasolidarity
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/mena.solidarity ●Email: menasolidarity@gmail.com
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